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SUBJECT: TRINIDAD AND 1978 ILO CONFERENCE 

REP: STATE 127537 

1 . LABOFF GAVE SUBSTANCE OP PARA 5 OP REFTEL TO FRANCIS 
CORBIE, PERMSEC IN MINISTRY OF LABOR, DIANA MAHABIR OF 
EMPLOYERS' CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATION, AND TREVOR HAMILTON, 
FIRST VP OF PUBLIC SERVICES ASSOCIATION. HAMILTON UNDER- 
TOOK TO BRIBE OTHER UNION REPS ON US VIEWS. ALL EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR CURRENT INFORMATION ON USG POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS ILO. HOWEVER, ONLY DIANA MAHABIR OFFERED ANY 
SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT, STATING THAT WITHOUT US PARTICIPATION 
HER JOB AS COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRPERSON WOULD BE MADE MORE 
DIFPICULT SINCE THE US FORMERLY HAD PLAYED AN ACTIVE AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN HER COMMITTEE. SHE ALSO EXPRESSED 
FEARS THAT TRIPARTISM WOULD BE ERODED PURTHER AND THE ILO'S 
EFFORTS IN PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD LAG WITHOUT THE 
IMPETUS THE US HAD PROVIDED IN THESE AREAS IN THE PAST. 

2. WHILE WE HAVE MADE NO ATTEMPTS TO ELICIT COMMENTS FROM 
INTERESTED TRINIDADIANS ON THE US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO OR 
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ON THE PROS AND CONS OF REENTERING, WE HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY 
THE ABSENCE OF ANY SIGNIFICANT REACTION HERE TO THE US 
MOVES. A FEW GOTT CONTACTS, SUCH AS PRANCIS CORBIE, HAVE 
INDICATED CAUTIOUSLY THAT, IN PRINCIPLE AT LEAST, RENEWED 
US PARTICIPATION IN ILO WOULD BE DESIRABLE. THOSE TRADE 
UNIONISTS WITH CLOSE TIESDFS THE GOTT HAVE BEEN EQUALLY 
TIGHT-LIPPED ON THE SUBJECT. IT APPEARS, THEREFORE, 
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EITHER THAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE A POSITION ON THE 
US-ILO QUESTION OR, AS IT OFTEN DOES ON ISSUES WHICH DO NOT 
APPEAR TO EFFECT ITS VITAL INTERESTS DIRECTLY, THAT IT HAS 
CONSCIOUSLY DECIDED TO SIT ON THE FENCE. BE THAT AS IT MAY 
AND ASIDE FROM DIANA MAHABIR'S COMMENTS REPORTED ABOVE, 
ONLY GEORGE WEEKES OF THE OILFIELDS WORKERS'TRADE UNION HAS 
COME OUT STRONGLY ON THE QUESTION, BOTH PUBLICLY AND IN 
PRIVATE - HE FAVORS US PARTICIPATION IN ILO. 

3. AS THINGS STAND NOW, THE FOLLOWING ARE SCHEDULED TO BE 
THE T&T PARTICIPANTS AT THE ILO lUNE CONFERENCE: SENATOR 
DESMOND CARTEY, MINISTRY OF LABOR; FRANCIS CORBIE, PERMSEC, 
MIN LAB; MRS. ANNELLE HUTCHINSON, LABOR OFFICER, MIN LAB; 
JOSEPH GRANNUM, T&T LABOR ATTACHE IN LONDON; SENATOR JAMES 
MANSWELL, PRESIDENT, T&T LABOR CONGRESS; SENATOR NATHANIEL 
CRITCHLOW, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL UNION OF GOVERNMENT AND 
FEDERATED WORKERS; VERNON GLEAN, PRESIDENT, SEAMEN AND 
WATERFRONT WORKERS' TRADE UNION (SWWTU); RALPH CHARLES, 
FIRST VP, SWWTU; TREVOR HAMILTON, FIRST VP PUBLIC SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION (PSA); LANCELOT CLARKE, DEP GEN SEC, PSA; DIANA 
MAHABIR, MANAGING DIRECTOR, EMPLOYERS' CONSULTATIVE ASSOCI- 
ATION; AND JOHN HORSHAM, CONTROLLER OF ADMINISTRATION, 
FEDERATION CHEMICALS LTD.FOX 
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